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Drawings, Sheets 
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(1) The claims 12 and 13 are drafted in the form of method claims. It is pointed out that, 
while both the preambles refer to method steps that however are banal steps when 
using the tool for a drilling operation, the subject matter of the characterizing portions is 
actually describing physical features of the tool rather than a method for its use: for 
example the characterizing features of claim 12 are directly related to physical features 
of the tool like the ratios of the outer and inner radiuses of the different portions of the 
cutting edges and the relative inclination of the same edges. Therefore no method of 
use of the tool is being described by these claims which therefore do not comply with 
the requirements of Art. 84 for lack of clarity. 



(2) The document EP-A-1075889 (D1), which is considered to representee nearest 
state of the art relative to the subject matter of the present application, discloses a tool 
having all the features of claim 1 . 

The subject matter of the dependent claims 2-6, 8, 1 0 and of claim 1 3 is also known 
from D1 . 

Therefore the above indicated claims do not satisfy the requirements of Art. 52(1) and 
54 EPC for lack of novelty. 

(3) While the remaining claims contain partly novel features it is not possible at this 
stage to see any inventive contribution of such features to the solution of the problem 
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posed. Therefore it is not at present apparent which part of the application could serve 
as a basis for a new, allowable claim. Should the applicant nevertheless regard some 
particular mater as patentable an independent claim including such particular matter 
should be filed taking account of Rule 29(1) EPC. The applicant should also indicate in 
the letter of rely the difference vis a vis the state of the art and the significance thereof. 

(4) Any new independent claim should be properly delimited vis-a-vis the prior art 
disclosed in the nearest single cited document. The first prior art portion should include 
those features of the invention which are known from such document. Dependent 
claims should be adapted thereto. 



(5) The description should be amended to meet the requirements of Rule 27 (1)(b), © 
EPC. In particular, the nearest prior art document should be acknowledged as the state 
of the art disclosing the features of the first part of claim 1 and the invention fully 
evaluated in its light, whereby the inherent problem and its solution should be 
reformulated if necessary, and a reasoned statement be submitted as to why the 
subject matter of the new independent claim should be regarded as inventive over the 
cited prior art. 

(6) The attention of the applicant is drawn to the fact that the application may not be 
amended in such a way that it contains subject-matter which extends beyond the 
.content of the application as filed, Article 123(2) EPC. 
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